Sources Cited and Consulted 


I want to thank Dr. David Mapes at Luther Rice College and Seminary for providing me with a 
template that I used to construct this syllabus. I used the overall format that Dr. Mapes uses to 
prepare this syllabus. 


The majority of the content in the syllabus I drafted is my original content and differs from the 
content of the syllabus Dr. Mapes provided (as I chose different required assignments, different 
textbooks, a different reading schedule, etc.). At times I included some content Dr. Mapes 
included in his syllabus with heavy adjustments to better incorporate it into my course design. 


Most of the course bibliography are works that Dr. Mapes recommended in his syllabus. I 
removed any works he recommended that I have not read so I am including only works that I 
have personally read. I also included a few additional works that I have read that he did not 
include in his bibliography. I also removed all of Dr. Mapes’ personal notes in the course 
bibliography so that I am only listing the books and not his direct notes. 


The Institutional/Degree program content was for the most part copy/pasted from Luther Rice 
College and Seminary’s Institutional/Degree program information (with minor adjustments), as 
when I prepare a syllabus for any institution I teach at, I would copy/paste the institution’s 
Institutional/Degree program information into my syllabus that references their policies. Since 
Luther Rice is where I completed my M Div Systematic Theology courses, I chose to use their 
Institutional/Degree program information in my syllabus template. 


The grading scale is from Luther Rice College and Seminary, adjusted to use my required 
assigmentds. 


This page is to ensure I am fully transparent on which sources I have cited and consulted in the 
syllabus (since it was difficult to include footnotes). 


Dockery Baptist Seminary 


TH201: Systematic Theology I 
Fall 2021 (On Campus and Online) 


Instructor 

Nathan Parker 

501-762-2761 
Nathaniel.Parker@email.swbts.edu 
Office Hours: 1:00PM-7:00 PM 


Course Description 

This course covers the first half of a survey of Systematic Theology, including the following 
doctrines: Prolegomena, Bibliology, Theology Proper, Christology, and Pneumatology. The 
second half of the survey will be covered in Systematic Theology II. Within Bibliology, the 
course covers such topics as General and Special Revelation, Inspiration, and Inerrancy. Within 
Theology Proper, the course covers the existence of God, His attributes, and the Trinity. The 
discussion on the Trinity is also unpacked in the topics of Christology and Pneumatology. 


Course Rationale 
This course has a threefold rationale for students to accomplish: 


1. Students will build and enlarge upon their understanding of theology in the five doctrinal 
categories stated in the Course Description. 

2. Students will develop a coherent, systematic approach for interpreting the Bible. 

3. Students will be challenged to think critically in each doctrinal area and to come to theological 
conclusions concerning the differing viewpoints. 


Classroom or video (for online students) instruction which address the five doctrines will be 
provided to the student as well as textbook assignments that are chosen to supplement the 
instructional material. 


A mid-term book review and final project assignment provides the student the opportunity to 
grow in the area of critical thinking best related to their field of ministry post-graduation. 


The intended outcome of this course is to enable the student to develop a systematized and 
integrated understanding of the Scriptures. 


Course Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 


1. Describe a system of faith that provides a framework for the logical understanding of Bible 
doctrines, as well as describe the major divisions of Systematic Theology, its nature, and its 
necessity. 

2. Explain the Evangelical position of the doctrine of the Bible, including the doctrines of 
Inspiration and Inerrancy. 

3. Explain the Evangelical position of the doctrine of God and His attributes. 

4. Explain the Evangelical positions of the two natures of Christ, as well as the orthodox 
positions formulated by the councils of Nicaea and Chalcedon. 

5. Explain the person and work of the Holy Spirit. 

6. Demonstrate critical thinking skills. 


Institutional Outcomes 


1. Exegetical/Expositional: the ability to accurately interpret and effectively communicate the 
Word of God in a variety of contexts. 

2. Theological/Apologetical: the ability to present a reasoned explanation of the doctrines that 
are integral to Scripture and to defend the historic Christian faith. 

3. Pastoral/Leadership: the ability to shepherd and to lead others in ecclesiastical and workplace 
contexts. 

4. Evangelical/Devotional: the ability to present the gospel to unbelievers in a clear and winsome 
way and to disciple believers for spiritual formation in the image of Christ. 

5. Academic/Discipleship: the ability to research and study new subjects for oneself and to 
cultivate a lifestyle of lifelong learning. 

6. Communication: the ability to communicate effectively and accurately through both the 
written and spoken word. 


Program Outcomes (M.Div) 


1. Interpret the Bible in light of its historical-grammatical context. 

2. Utilize the Church’s historical and theological heritage as an important resource in their 
personal spiritual development and ministry. 

3. Articulate a biblical philosophy of ministry consistent with their vocation. 

4. Communicate biblical and theological truths through preaching, teaching, writing, or in such 
other ways as may be appropriate. 

5. Evaluate and develop ministries in light of the Great Commission and the Great 
Commandment. 

6. Accurately and empathetically evaluate people and their personal circumstances and provide 
appropriate pastoral care or referral. 


7. Lead in developing goals and designing and implementing ministry. 
8. Serve with Christian character in their personal and professional lives. 


Course Textbooks 


Required 
MacArthur, John, and Richard Mayhue, eds. Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible 
Truth. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2017. 


The structure of the course will follow the first-half of MacArthur and Mayhue’s work. Any 
course learning exercises will be taken from MacArthur and Mayhue’s work. 


Recommended (but Not Required) 
Enns, Paul. The Moody Handbook of Theology. Edited by Jim Vincent and Allan Sholes. Revised 
and Expanded. Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014. 


I recommend reading through the corresponding chapters to MacArthur and Mayhue’s work in 
Enns’ work to gain a deeper understanding of each Bible doctrine, but course learning exercises 
will not be taken from Enns’ work. 


Treier, Daniel J., and Walter A. Elwell, eds. Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker Academic: A Division of Baker Publishing Group, 2017. 


I recommend keeping a theological dictionary on hand (this is the one I consult the most in my 
own studies) to gain a better understanding of key theological terms, especially terms that may 
need clarification. 


Course Requirements 


Weekly Discussion Posts 

This seminary requires students to complete a weekly attendance assignment as a validation for 
adding the course during each weekly lesson. Students will be provided a discussion question 
based on the reading in MacArthur and Mayhue’s work. The student will be required to complete 
a paragraph (at least 4-5 sentences) critically thinking through and answering the discussion 
question. 


The student will also be required to complete a response to at least one of their fellow students’ 
discussion post (as these are weekly discussion posts, not a mere blog). The response should 
critically engage with the student and be more than a few-word agreement or disagreement with 
the student (students should write at least a three-four sentence paragraph). Students should keep 
responses respectful and of master-level academic quality. 


The goal of these assignments are to ensure students are engaging with fellow students in 
critically thinking through and learning the material to ensure the student is not falling into a 
position of academic isolation in this course. Learning is to take place in a learning community, 
and students are to contribute and participate in the learning community. 


Since these assignments count as the student’s weekly attendance report, a failure to complete 
the weekly assignment will count the student as absent for the week. Students are not allowed to 
make up a weekly discussion post or work ahead to a discussion post. 


Mid-Term Book Review 

In place of a mid-term exam, students are to complete a critical book review of Yarnell, Malcolm 
B., HI. God the Trinity: Biblical Portraits. Nashville, TN: B&H Academic, 2016. The book 
review should follow the format of the latest edition of Turabian, as well as follow the format 
and length of a typical theological journal article book review (consult the Journal of the 
Evangelical Theological Society or the seminary’s theological journal for examples). The book 
review should include both a summary and a critical examination of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the author’s work. 


If students have already read and/or written a book review for the book review assigned to this 
course, students may contact the professor and request a substitute book, as long as the book 
covers one of the five major doctrines covered in this course. 


The Mid-Term Book Review is due by Lesson 8. 


Live Sessions 

To ensure online students attending through the on-demand (non-live) format are successively 
progressing through the course, there will be two required live sessions in which the online 
students will meet live with the the professor. During this time, online students will be able to 
interact with the professor and other online students, ask questions about the course, and get a 
chance to learn more about key doctrines through a community of learning, providing more of an 
on campus experience to online students. There will be two required live sessions on Lesson 7 
and Lesson 14. 


The date and time of the live sessions, as well as the link to the live video meeting, will be 
provided to students in the student’s courseware environment. If students are unable to attend a 
live session at the scheduled time, I will arrange for an individual live session for the student at a 
time when both the student and professor will be available. The live sessions will take the place 
of weekly discussion posts for those weeks. 


On campus students will be provided a similar in-person session in the class on the assigned 
lesson weeks. 


Final Project 
In place of a final-exam, students are to complete a final project demonstrating mastery of the 
doctrines covered in this course. There are three options for the final project: 


1. Students who plan to go into pastoral ministry (as well as students considering a DMin) may 
choose to write a sermon that includes one of the five major doctrines covered in this course. 
Various samples of doctrinal sermons from preachers over the years can be provided to students 
choosing this option. The sermon may either be topical or verse-by-verse. The student should 
leverage their sermon construction skills as taught in their sermon development courses. The 
length of the sermon should be about the length that would be preached in the student’s home 
church of ministry. 


2. Students who plan to go into further academic studies (such as ThM or PhD level) may 
choose to write a paper on a topic that includes one of the five major doctrines covered in this 
course. The paper should follow the latest edition of Turabian, as well as follow the format and 
length of a typical theological journal article (around 10 pages, consult the Journal of the 
Evangelical Theological Society or the seminary’s theological journal for examples). The paper 
should provide to the course an academic contribution of original theological resource by the 
student. The student should strive to write the paper with the same academic quality as a 
theological journal article, as the student may be encouraged to submit the paper to the school’s 
theological journal or another theological journal such as the Journal of the Evangelical 
Theological Society for publishing if the work is of high quality. Why not use this opportunity to 
attempt to get a paper published in a theological journal! 


3. Students who plan to go into a field other than pastoral ministry or further academic studies 
(such as music majors, missions majors, etc.) can consult with me at the beginning of the 
semester to provide me with a background of such ministry career goals so that I can determine 
if another form of final project concerning the doctrines of Systematic Theology would better 
serve such students. 


Regardless of the final project type chosen, the student must 1. discuss the type of project chosen 
and the doctrine/topic the student plans to cover in their final project with me around the 
beginning of the semester. All final projects must have professor approval prior to the beginning 
of work on the project. 2. All final projects (including sermons) must incorporate research in the 
form of footnotes and a bibliography that utilize the latest edition of Turabian formatting. 


The Final Project is due by Lesson 15. 


Going on a Mission Trip? 


If you know ahead of time that you must be gone for a certain week, ask me to allow you to work 
ahead so that the assignment is done prior to your absence, not after your return. Do not depend 
on Internet service being available where you are going. For students who will not be available 

to post to one week’s discussion post assignment due to going on a mission trip, please let me 
know ahead of time so that I can work out how to best track your attendance while on your 
mission trip (such as substituting the assignment for a brief paper submitted to me prior to your 


mission trip). 


Grade Distribution 

Assignment % of Final Grade 
Final Project 60% 
Live Sessions and Weekly Discussion Posts 15% 
Mid-Term Book Review 25% 
Total 100% 


Grading Scale 


Master Degree Level A (95-100%) 

Master Degree Level B (88-94%) 

Master Degree Level C (78-87%) 

Master Degree Level D (70-77%) 
F 


Master Degree Level 


Schedule 


Lesson Topic 


Due Date 


Introduction and Prolegomena 


Part 1 
Introduction and Prolegomena 


Part 2 
God’s Word: Bibliology Part 1 


(less than 70%) 


MacArthur Assignments 
Reading 
Chapter 1 Weekly Discussion 
Weekly Discussion 
Chapter 2 Weekly Discussion 


God’s Word: Bibliology Part 2 


God’s Word: Bibliology Part 3 Weekly Discussion 


God the Father: Theology Proper Chapter 3 Weekly Discussion 


Part 1 
God the Father: Theology Proper Live Session 


Part 2 


God the Father: Theology Proper Mid-Term Book 
Part 3 Review Due 
aie 


esson 10 God the Son: Christology Part 1 Chapter 4 Weekly Discussion 


Nov 14 
esson 11 God the Son: Christology Part 2 Weekly Discussion 


lov 21 
esson 12 God the Son: Christology Part 3 Weekly Discussion 


Nov 28 


God the Holy Spirit: Pneumatology Chapter 5 Weekly Discussion 


Part 1 


God the Holy Spirit: Pneumatology Live Session 
Part 2 

God the Holy Spirit: Pneumatology Final Project Due 
Part 3 


In the weeks where there are no reading assignments from MacArthur, you will be expected to 
read additional articles that are supplied by the professor. You will need to know the various 
positions taken by the authors of your textbooks, the position of your professor, and other various 
positions taken by theologians on the major doctrines covered in this course. 


Institutional Policies 


Attendance 
1. Students are allowed two consecutive absences before being administratively withdrawn from 
the course. 


2. Any student who misses three consecutive weeks will receive a “W,” “WP,” or “WF.” 
Exceptions may be made only in cases of extreme circumstances and only with the approval of 
the Vice President for Academic Affairs. 


Academic Integrity 

1. Plagiarism: According to the American Heritage Dictionary, 2nd College Edition, plagiarism 
is defined as taking and using “as one's own the writings or ideas of another.” Plagiarism shall 
include failure to use quotation marks or other conventional markings around material quoted 
from another source. Plagiarism shall also include paraphrasing a specific passage from a source 
without indicating accurately what that source is. Plagiarism shall further include letting another 
person compose or rewrite a student's written assignment. Before completing any assignments, 
students should consult sections 7.9 and 25.1 on avoiding plagiarism, as these two sections 
of the resource are the most beneficial and required reading for any student. 

2. Falsifying Information: 


a. Forging an instructor's name. 
b. Submitting another's work as one's own. 
c. Providing false or misleading documentation. 


Professor Initiated Regular and Substantive Interaction 

1. Instructor-student interaction is a key component to learning, and this is no less true for 
distance education and online education. Therefore, as a student, you can expect your instructors 
to be responsive to your questions or concerns. 

2. On weekdays, you can expect a response within twenty-four hours, on the weekends allow 
forty-eight hours. 

3. Instructors also will initiate contact with you, so it is essential that you monitor your student 
email regularly, review comments and feedback on assignments, and remain actively engaged no 
less than several times a week in your course(s). 

4. Your grade in the course depends on your attentiveness to the instructions and directions given 
to you by your instructors. You are responsible for knowing the syllabus, deadlines on 
assignments, school policies, and all communication from the instructors to you personally and 
to the class as a whole. 


Late Work Policy 

1. Students are expected to complete all assignments on the day and hour announced. Exceptions 
may be made in the case of serious illness or a death in the family, but the responsibility rests 
with the student to make arrangements with the professor to make up the work. 

2. For those parts of a course submitted or taken late for reasons other than serious illness or a 
death in the family, make-up privileges are at the discretion of the professor 
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